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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 3203 

FOR L. DEAN BROWN FROM MARSHALL GREEN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1. 

TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN POSITION ON VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

REF: STATE 115819 

1. 1 RECEIVED REFTEL MAY 20 UPON MY RETURN FROM 7-DAY SWING 
THROUGH REMOTE NORTH AND WEST AUSTRALIAN MINING AREAS 
AND SO HAVE BEEN OUT OF TOUCH WITH REFUGEE AND ALL OTHER 
PROBLEMS. 

2. PRIMIN WHITLAM (WHO IS THE ONLY MAN WHO CAN RESOLVE 
THIS ISSUE) HAS FORTUNATELY INVITED PHIL HABIB AND ME 
FOR LUNCHEON MAY 22 AND I WILL RAISE THIS MATTER WITH HIM 
AND, IF NECESSARY, WILL FOLLOW UP OVER NEXT FEW DAYS 
UNTIL PICUTRE CLARIFIES. 

3. REGRETTABLY, PRIMIN WHITLAM HAS A QTE HANGUP END QTE 
ABOUT VIETNAM, AND A BASICALLY NEGATIVE ATTITUDE ON 
REFUGEES. AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE IN CANBERRA MAY 20 HE 
DECLINED TO GIVE ANY ESTIMATE AT ALL OF THE NUMBERS OF 
REFUGEES AUSTRALIA WAS LIKELY TO TAKE, AND HE SAID THAT, TO 
HIS KNOWLEDGE, THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA HAD RECEIVED 
NO COMMUNICATION FROM THE UNITED NATIONS ON THE MATTER. 
WHITLAM ADDED AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE THAT IT HAD BEEN 
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INSUFFICIENTLY EMPHASIZED THAT IT WAS QUITE LIKELY THAT 
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INCREASING NUXBERS OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES MIGHT BE 
RETURNING TO VIETNAM, SINCE FORECASTS ABOUT BLOODBATHS AND 
HOLOCAUSTS HAD NOT MATERIALIZED. HE CONCLUDED THAT THE 
RETURN OF THE REFUGEES TO VIETNAM WOULD BE THE BEST 
OUTCOME. 

GREEN 
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